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Degree Colours 
 
The standard colours for hoods and facings for the degrees will correspond as nearly as possible with colours and 

numbers of the British Colour Council Dictionary of Colour Standards and the Australian Colour Standard AS2700S — 

shown in brackets below. Hoods and facings will be constructed of silk. 

 

 

Description of Academic Dress 
 
Academic dress will be worn at special University ceremonies as Senate may from time to time determine. 

ACADEMIC DRESS FOR SENATE MEMBERS AND OFFICERS OF THE UNIVERSITY 

Role Gown Hood Cap 

Chancellor Ordinary Chancellor’s gown — or habit of 
degree — with a black silk stole 
embroidered with 7 blue Maltese Crosses 
encircled with gold braid. 

 Black velvet bonnet, with gold 
tassel. 

Deputy Chancellor Black silk gown with gold coloured cloth — 
with black silk stole embroidered with 5 
blue Maltese Crosses encircled with gold 
cloth. 

 Black trencher, with gold 
tassel; or black velvet bonnet 
with gold tassel where their 
tertiary qualification is a 
doctorate. 

Vice-Chancellor Similar to Chancellor, but with silver braid 
and 5 blue Maltese Crosses encircled with 
silver braid. 

 Black velvet bonnet or 
trencher, with silver tassel. 

Presiding Officer 
where not Chancellor 
or Deputy Chancellor 

Black silk gown with gold coloured cloth – 
with black silk stole embroidered with 3 
blue Maltese Crosses encircled with gold 
cloth. 

 Black trencher, with gold 
tassel; or black velvet bonnet 
with gold tassel where their 
tertiary qualification is a 
doctorate. 

Member of Senate A black silk or stuff gown with tippet of 
same material. The tippet to be edged 
with gold braid on a foundation of red silk 
ribbon and the sleeves caught up in front 
with gold braid on a similar foundation, 
about 15 cm in length, and gold buttons. 

Of degree, if any. Black trencher, with  gold 
tassel; or bonnet of their prior 
tertiary qualification from this or 
another university, if any. 

Ex-member of Senate As for members of Senate. Of degree, if any. Black trencher, with gold tassel; 
or bonnet of their prior tertiary 
qualification from this or 
another university, if any. 

Honorary Doctorate  Scarlet cloth or silk gown as for 
Cambridge ScD faced with silk of Gold 
(114). 

Red silk or cloth fully 
lined with silk of Gold 
(114). 

Velvet bonnet as worn by 
Cambridge doctors. 

Official Visitor Own academic or ceremonial dress Of degree, if any. Of academic or ceremonial 
dress. 

Undergraduate Black gown.   
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ACADEMIC DRESS FOR DEGREES, DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES 

Academic dress for graduation ceremonies will be the appropriate dress listed below for the award being presented at 
the ceremony. Academic dress worn outside of graduation ceremonies should be the academic dress for the highest 
qualification. 

 

Award Gown Hood/Stole Cap 

Undergraduate Diploma Black gown, Cambridge Bachelor 
pattern. 

Stole in Empire Blue (87): 
Rich Blue (B11). 

Black cloth trencher with black 
tassel. 

Bachelor’s Degree 
including Honours 

Black gown, Cambridge Bachelor 
pattern.  

Black silk lined to depth 
of 10 cm with silk of Pearl 
White (151): Off White 
(Y35). 

Black cloth trencher with black 
tassel. 

Graduate Certificate Gown of the highest prior tertiary 
qualification from this or another 
university, if any; or a black gown, 
Cambridge Bachelor pattern. 

Stole in  Claret (R55). Trencher or bonnet of the 
highest prior tertiary 
qualification from this or 
another university, if any; or a 
black cloth trencher with black 
tassel. 

Graduate Diploma Gown of the highest prior tertiary 
qualification from this or another 
university, if any; or a black gown, 
Cambridge Bachelor pattern. 

Stole in Gold (114). Trencher or bonnet of the 
highest prior tertiary 
qualification from this or 
another university, if any; or a 
black cloth trencher with black 
tassel. 

Master’ Degree, 
including extended 
Masters 

Black gown, Cambridge Masters 
pattern 

Black silk fully lined with 
silk of Empire Blue (87): 
Rich Blue (B11). 

Black cloth trencher with black 
tassel. 

Professional Doctorate Black gown, Cambridge Masters 
pattern 

Black silk fully lined with 
silk of Claret (R55). 

Velvet bonnet as worn by 
Cambridge doctors. 

Doctor of Philosophy Black gown of the Cambridge Masters 
pattern, faced on each front panel with 
a 13 cm band of scarlet silk. 

Black silk fully lined with 
silk of Union Jack Red 
(210): Crimson (R15). 

Velvet bonnet as worn by 
Cambridge doctors. 

Higher Doctorate Scarlet cloth or silk gown as for 
Cambridge ScD faced with silk of Gold 
(114). 

Red silk or cloth fully 
lined with silk of Gold 
(114). 

Velvet bonnet as worn by 
Cambridge doctors. 

Optional Colours 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students are given the option of wearing stoles representing their respective 

community flags, over the academic gowns but underneath the hoods, at University graduation ceremonies. 

 

  


